Confederac

Rumors have it that the shots
fired in Pensacola in January 1861
actually preceded those at Fort
Sumter that triggered the Civil
War. Pensacolaghosted Florida's
first major Civil War battle, the
Battle of Santa Rosa Island.
Visitors can explore massive
brick fortresses that housed both
Union and Confederate troops,
tour furnished antebellum homes
and Florida’s oldest church that
survived the war and visit the
graves of those who died in battle.

Greek

+ Pensacola’s Greek communit
celebrates its heritage every falfl
with a Greek Festival. Crowds
are drawn to traditional food
and dances performed by Greek
Orthodox Church. K Street and
Garden Street, (850) 433-2662

Creole

+ The Crawfish Festival on
downtown Pensacola’s waterfront
features live music straight from
Louisiana and spicy Creole fare
such as crawfish poboys and eight
tons of boiled crawfish. (850)
433-6512

+ St. Michael’s Creole Benevolent
Association Meeting Hall was

a late 1800s gathering place for
Pensacola Creoles, wﬁo were
descendents of Africans, Indian,
French and Spanish settlers. 416
E. Government St.

Irish

+ Singing lively Irish folk music
until everyone knows the words
(those who don't must kiss the
moose) is the order of the day at
McGuire’s Irish Pub. Don't miss
the world’s largest prediction run
on St. Patty’s %ay. 600 E. Gregory
St., (850) 433-6789

Japanese
+ The Japan-America Society of
Northwest Florida as well as the
Jikei-American Center and Japan
House at the University of West
Florida feature exhibits and events
ear-round. 11000 University
%kwy., Bldg. 71, (850) 857-6279

Scottish

+ An annual Scottish Festival is
celebrated with traditional food,
entertaining highland games and

bagpipe bands. 800 W, Nine Mile
Road
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City of Five Flags

As the City of Five Flags, the fabric
of Pensacola’s community is woven
with diverse history and culture.
Five flags have flown over Pensacola
- Spain, France, England, the
Confederacy and the United States.
Plus, many other nationalities

have impacted our city. Experience
and celebrate our rich cultures by
participating in elaborate parades,
dining on international cuisine,
admiring historic art and exhibits
and enjoying lively music and dance.

Creek Indian

+ Experience the native dances,
traditional foods and reenactment
of the 19th century Florida Trail of
Tears at the annual Creek pow-wow.
(850) 995-8277

+ The Perdido Bay Tribe has opened
its Native Paths Cultural Heritage
and Resource Center on the scenic
edge of Jones Swamp Preserve. It
wiﬁ serve as tribal headquarters,
alibrary and media center, an art
gallery full of Creek artifact exhibits
and a nature preserve for outdoor
recreation. 1610 Albany Ave., (850)
4537382

Spanish

+ Spanish heritage is in the spotlight
at the Fiesta of Five Flags events,
including a parade downtown,

boat parade on Pensacola Bay, sand
sculpture contest and a reenactment
of the surrender of the city to

Spanish explorers. (850) 433-6512

+ The T.T. Wentworth Jr., Florida
State Museum preserves Pensacola’s
history of its first European
settlements. It features iistoric
artifacts and a children’s hands-on
exhibit. 330 S. Jefferson St., (850)
595-5990

+ Plaza de Luna Park at Palafox Pier
was named in honor of Don Tristan
de Luna who established Pensacola in
1559 as the first European settlement
in the United States. ’{zhe waterfront

park includes a fountain courtyard
and grassy lawns. 900 S. Palafox
Place

+ The Spanish royal family, King
Juan Catlos I and Queen éoﬁa of
Spain, visited Pensacola in 2009

in celebration of Pensacola’s 450th
anniversary. Visitors can walk in the
royal footsteps by visiting landmarks
on the royal tour, including Fort
George, IXIaza de Luna, Plaza
Ferdinand, T.T. Wentworth Jr.,
Florida State Museum, Historic
Pensacola Village and the National
Naval Aviation Museum.

French

+ While the French had control of
Pensacola for just a short time in
the early 1700s, the influences can
still be K)und in celebrations such
as Mardi Gras. Pensacola’s family-
style celebration includes cook-offs,
elaborate parades and pageantry
for the week preceding Fat Tuesday.
(800) 874-1234

British

+ The British gained control of
Pensacola in 1763 following the
French and Indian War. Visitors to
Historic Pensacola Village can trace
the city’s British fort. 120 Church St.,
(850) 595-5985

+ The city’s plan and street grid

were also a contribution of the
British. Additionally, Fort George on
Palafox Street played a major ro%e in
the Battle of Pensacola during the
American Revolution. When Spanish
General Galvez conquered the fort,

the British lost Pensacola as a valuable

ort and Florida was given back to

pain, weakening Great Britain’s hold
on the United States. 500 N. Palafox
St.

African-American
+ In the Pensacola Historic District,
the Julee Cottage Museum once
belonged to Julee Panton, a free
woman of color, who helped
purchase the freedom of black
slaves. One of the oldest houses in
Pensacola, it’s preserved as a center
gor black history. 210 E. Zaragoza
t.
+ Pensacola’s African-American
Heritage Society features historic
exhibits and performing arts
resentations. 200 E. Church St.,
850) 469-1456
+ Martin Luther King, Jr., Plaza is
a memorial park on North Palafox
Street between Garden and Chase
streets. In the summer, the Palafox
Market is held here on Saturday
mornings.
+ “Chappie” James was the first
black four-star general in American
military history in 1975, His
birthplace, also previously used by
his mother as a school for black
children, is preserved as the James
House. 1606 Martin Luther King
Blvd.
+ Devilliers Cultural Heritage
Museum is dedicated to preserving
cultural blues, jazz and gospel music.
500 W. Belmont St., (850) 437-
0025
+ Johnson Beach was named in
honor of Rosamond IIohnson, a
war hero who was killed in the
Korean War in 1950. A permanent
monument was erected in his honor.
13333 Johnson Beach Rd., (850)
492-0912




